
Parts List:  chassis, 2 gondola sides, end
bulkheads, hopper covers, truss bars and
grab etch sheet.

Contact us at sales@nscalekits.com                                    www.nscalekits.com

Pictures of the cars in service can be found in Tony Thompson’s
book Thompson, A., Southern Pacific Freight Cars Vol 1 Gondo-
las and Stock Cars, 2002 Wilton CA, Signature Press

Clean any flash on the parts.

Decide whether you are hav-
ing the hopper open or cov-
ered, and whether the ends
are for a shortened or long
gondola. For plow emptying of
the ballast, rather than open-
ing the side doors, the end
doors were removed so that
the gondola is just the two
sides.

Recommended adhesive is CA
(Super Glue). The castings should
not be soldered unless low melt
solder is used.

MicroTrain Archbar 003 02 000 or for later running
Bettendorf trucks 003 02 020 should be fitted. Body
mount couplers 1015 are suggested.

These cars, built by Rodgers Ballast Car Company to a patent named after their General Manager  H S
Hart were both side, end and hopper emptied. Thus ‘convertible’, these cars designated W-50-3 by the
Southern Pacific had a capacity of 50 tons. They were built in 1911, with 500 for the SP numbered
10880-10959, 12220-12519 and 12520-12639 and another 50 similar cars for the Pacific Elecctric num-
bered 6200-6249. The SP cars had 3 plank sides, but the PE had 5 plank sides, but photographic evi-
dence shows that the cars were repaired with alternative planking

The cars had a hard life and despite the very large steel truss bars, many were buckled and/or sway
backed by the end of their life in the early 1950’s.

Other railroads, such as C&NW, Northern Alberta and IC,  bought very similar cars, and there are a
number of museums across the US where very dilapidated Hart Convertible Ballast gondolas are gradu-
ally disintegrating.

Attach the truss bars - note that
the bars are inside of the side
sill. Attach the sides and ends,
and the hopper covers, either
over the hopper area [file to fit]
or attached to the side to form a
slide into the hopper.

Decals are
not
available for
the car so
are included
with the kit.

This shows
the layout of
the decals
on the
sheet, but
refer to

photographs of the cars in service, as placing did
alter over time.

The photograph shows differ-
ent configurations of the car
sides and hopper covers for
demonstration purposes only.
The cars were ran either in
hopper or gondola configura-
tion when in service!


